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FElaine Tallas-Cardone
is on the front line of

the comedy/gender war

" Thereare woemen in high places,
WWe're on the Supreme Coner, in the
beeard oo we're the amomey
general and the CEO, But we're mot
there yet. Women are siall I'.ghring b
equal oppomuarity, equal pay, equal
rights... even equal bughs,

Humer as we koow it has
predeminantly come out of the
mouths of prales; boen seen through
mrale eyes and conseived in male
miinds. Elaime Tallag-Cand: et wh;
honds rrmﬁ!}' cliuhs acress the patan,
including ‘The [ce House, s3vs our of
&0 beadliners she has o her roster,
oaly about 15 are women.

=And this isn't becuse wooen
aren't fumny,” mys Tallas-Cardome.
“Tr"s becanse i has been so difficult for
theem o excel ia this male-deminated
world of comedy.”

But lately, women kave been giving
mmale comics a firm elbow in the aide,
There's ¥ demand for homor from s
female perspective, 5o much so, that
The Ice House, past about the most
prestigiouns, career-launching comedy
e i the natsen, is dﬂl.iL‘lI’.i.llE
Maonday nights to “shows with specific
appeal to woanen,” says Tallas-
Cardane. *“We're tl:tnp'l.iﬁ.n.g' the need
for women 1o have something for
them—their own altermative form of
entestainament It's always becna
Tisppersars party or Chippendales,
and pothing in between,”

And zo comedian Dians Tordan's
“for women onby” show st The Ice
Howe las been drawing sell-put
erpwde. She and others like her are

ELAINTE TALLAS-CARDOMNE

plh—ing: theit wesmien can deliver 3 l|'|n.|||'.|].r
and a punchline {(though protably not
sipl ooty that you can be
feminine, feminkse and fonny. “Elaine
exlied theen inte putting this show in
hm,' 2373 Joedan, *TMew mals dub
owners ang calling me who, before,
dicdn'c chink T was fanny enaugh to
carry 3 show on ooy own,”

Talhs-Candone mys when booking
FOH3ITL ll'l.ruu;h The Tee Howse-based
Independent Booling Mersark (TRM),
ahe always reminds club cemers that
WONDED 378 38 entertaining as men,
=Bar [ have found opposinen when
sezaling femmles inbo some rooms.,
Chel ownent are mora scnatinizing
about women comics—it's seill hard
for them to acoepr them.™

Jordin has been slapped with the
gender gip on her climb o the top,
“Some clulb ewmer will 52y, We cam's
hare 3 weanan headliner, Well, maybe
we'll just put you with another
waran, sinee yoia all alk about the
RACE I

Une nIl.'Iu rJ'.hi.np thunt has stosnd
most boldly in the way of femals
comedians is male egon Ever since
ﬂuden.'l.l.-r., whien 3 misile-brasped

mﬁ]nl on stage to be munted

b}rm: lead, women have been
the butt of scnnl jokes

“If wamen get up there and g oa
men, their lirle testicles just shnnk
right ep imside thear bodses,” says
Jordan. “lsn't it dee we can make
LEphe of what men do, withow being
laheled bigekyd®

“Male—dominated comedy thows
bave always been subject 1o female
bachirg,” adds Talls-Cardone. *1t's
suifl mor socially acceprabls for women
to da the dame b men, all o fon.™

Andd alchough there have always
been male-exchisive cohs and
oIganrnon it's alo not :II.'DEPIJNE
b have a female-exclusive nigh of
comedy. At soon as The Tee Howse
advertiied Jondan's “*women caly®
ihow, the Men's Liberation
Organization was whining about
diseriminatica. So Tallis-Candane
zays alehough thoy'ne decoamged,
men can attend the Mondsy nighe
comedy clitches, But Jordan says only
if they promise o behave. “If they
come o learn somnething, or becaase
they're cusious abowt the [male
perspectve, great. But a‘..h..—; JLasE want
tor ruise hell, or have a babefest, mying
o pick up on women, I don’t want
“em. That's ot what oy show ks
abone”™

Whas it is about ia eroding the
Eﬂ'h[-ri' 'nn“l.l 3l :I1:'¢.'I'rl'=l'E [1x] I'I"rr
demands of a major audience. Tallas-
Cardore says these shows are bringing
in the people, 50 more and more clobs
are booking female headliners and
Swnomyen onky® shows.

“This is really opening up a feld for
WA pﬂ'l:'u-\.m:r: by e km, wnd an
OpPOTTURaLY b0 create their cwn
muarker” she says “Women are
Fupporting ther owa,”

As a woman, Talla-Cardone =
she is paturally more open-minded o
having women headliners, 2nd that she
and Lo House owner Bob Fisher share
an opea-door policy for good female
comedians. “It's becanse The Ice
"n:mls-e has 2 reputation for
recogmeneg tlent,” says Tallas-
Cardone, "We have to baok the best
theere is, and che best inchedes

women,” [ ]

=by Debbic Beyer




